Gatsby, Party Time, Excellent!
We are going to make some sense of Fitzgerald's characters and style based on the recent parties.
In general, there have been three significant parties (Tom & Daisy's, Tom & Myrtle's and Gatsby's) that we can compare.  For all three gatherings, distill what you think are the most significant IMAGES that represent the tone and mood of each party.
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Among the guests at Gatsby's parties in July of 1922 were the Leeches, a Civet, the Blackbucks, Edgar Beaver, the Fishguards and the Snells, Whitebait, Hammerheads, Beluga, Klipspringer, Roebucks, a Ferret, "Owl Eyes" and a Hag. In other words, many of the people who came to Gatsby's parties were like:

Also at his parties were people named Orchid, Lily, Duckweed and Palmetto. So some people are more like:

Some of Gatsby's guests were Cheadles, Belchers and Smirkes, names that suggest:

Now observe and review what Nick tells us about each of these guests.  Refer to the first few pages of Chapter 4 (page numbers below are for the yellow-stripe edition).
Page 66
Doctor Webster Civet: he "was drowned," not he "drowned" (BIG Difference!)



The Blackbuck clan:
Edgar Beaver:
Clarence Endive:


Ripley Snell:


G. Earl Muldoon:


Ernest Lily:

Page 67
The young Quinns:


Henry Palmetto:


Benny McClenahan:


Young Brewer:


Miss Claudia Hip:

Taken all together, what impressions do Gatsby's guests make on us?

A preview and a question:

Gatsby says to Daisy that his house is "always full of interesting people, night and day. People who do interesting things. Celebrated people" (96—I know; we’re not there yet).   Based on what we have read, do you agree? What do you think Gatsby’s motives might be for always having these "interesting" people over?

