AP Junior English



Debate: Is The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn a racist text?

Rules of This “Speed Debate”: 
1. Ms. Glass will act as moderator only during this abbreviated debate.  Time limits will be strictly enforced.
2. You may not be in personal agreement with the position you are defending. Your job is to defend it anyway.

3. There will be no interrupting other speakers, rudeness or other examples of disrespect. Any of the proceeding will result in an automatic disqualification for that team.

4. Your classmates will be the judges; they will use the evaluation sheets to score both statements and question responses/summaries.
5. Each team will have five minutes to prepare a position statement.  Position statements and question responses must include references to textual evidence!  Cite chapter, page, and paragraph numbers.
6. Each team will first read a prepared position statement (2 minutes maximum).  This position statement should raise at least one new sub-claim (i.e. reason the text is/is not racist) or present one new piece of data (textual evidence) not previously discussed by any other debate team.  Present no more than two main sub-claims (i.e. reasons the text is/is not racist) plus data to support them in your prepared position statement.
7. Each team should take careful notes while the other team is presenting their prepared position statement, so that they will be ready to ask a question of the opponents.  The question should challenge but not attack the opposing team.
8. The teams will each then be allowed (alternating) to ask one question of the other group.

9. Each team will have five minutes to prepare their response and closing statement.  Question responses should include textual evidence. Responses may include quotations from Smiley or Smith.
10. Each team then has two minutes maximum to respond to the question posed by the other group and sum up their own argument.  Neither team may interrupt the other when they are responding/closing.

Note that in your closing, you may change your team’s original position slightly to make concessions to the opponents, if you feel it will strengthen your case.
