How should you structure your Rogerian essay on Huck Finn?  
1) Introduction (one-two paragraphs): 

provides background on the controversy surrounding the novel

mentions main reasons for each side's argument

defines racism

may include statement of author's position

2) Summary of Opposing Views (one-three paragraphs): 

· describes opposing views using a seemingly objective persona

· provides both Tier 1 evidence (reasons) and Tier 2 evidence (support from novel, Smith, Smiley, and/or other sources)

· may include concessions/be combined with Statement of Understanding (see below)

3) Statement of Understanding: 

· concedes circumstances under which opposing views might be valid

· may be interwoven into the Summary of Opposing Views

· may be a separate paragraph that serves as a transition to the author's own position

4) Statement of Author's Position (two-four paragraphs):

· presents author's own position, with both Tier 1 and Tier 2 evidence

· includes evidence from the novel and Smith or Smiley

· may include quotations from historians or other literary critics

· ideally mirrors/parallels the structure of the Summary of Opposing Views

5) Conclusion (one paragraph):

· sums up best points on both sides of the argument

· may include level 3/"big-picture" insights, e.g. as to the proper place of this novel in the American literary tradition and/or the value of reading controversial texts
