Peer Editing Sheet: Junior AP Language and Composition

Editor Name:

Author Name:


General Guidelines for Peer Editing:
· Read the entire paper once through before you edit to get an idea of the overall content and fluency of the text.

· Respect the author by being fair and constructive, but critical. If you are not critical enough, you send the condescending message: “This paper is fine, because I know you can’t do any better.”

· While you are editing, do not talk to the author. Let the text speak for itself.  However, once you have edited the entire paper, spend about 5 minutes discussing your comments and suggestions with the author.

· Attach this sheet to the author’s draft once you’ve finished discussing your suggestions.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The author’s thesis is (check one):

□ 
explicit (stated directly in the text)

□ 
implicit (not stated directly, but one can infer it from the text)

□ 
nowhere to be found

If the thesis is explicit, underline it.  If it is implicit, write it down here:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Does every paragraph connect to, and help prove, the thesis?
□ 
yes

□ 
no

If not, suggestions on how to improve the thesis so that it “drives” the entire paper:
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Evaluate the overall quantity of evidence (check ONE):

□ 
Every claim is well supported with at least one example.
□ 
In some places, more specific examples are needed (Note where in the margins of the paper).
□ 
Very little evidence is provided to support claims of the author.
□ 
No evidence is provided to support any of the claims of the author.
Evaluate the use of direct quotes and paraphrases, if appropriate (check ALL THAT APPLY)
□ 
All quotes and paraphrases are well-chosen, fully explained, and smoothly integrated into the author’s own sentences.
□ 
In some places, the author should add direct quotes and/or paraphrases to better support his/her ideas (Note where in the margins of paper).
□ 
In some places, the author needs to explain the relevance of a quote or paraphrase in more detail before moving on to a new point (Note where in the margins of paper).
see also the reverse side of this page

Evaluate the use of direct quotes and paraphrases, CONTINUED (check ALL THAT APPLY)
□ 
The author uses many quotes and paraphrases, but they seem awkwardly “stuck” into the sentences.  They should be better integrated into the author’s own sentence structures.
□ 
The author uses too many long quotes and/or paraphrases; the paper is too quote-heavy.
□ 
No direct quotes or paraphrases are presented and explained by the author.

Other comments and suggestions on the use of evidence:

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Evaluate the overall organization and fluency (check ALL THAT APPLY):

□ 
Paper has an interesting and inviting beginning

□ 
Paper has a conclusion that does not just repeat the introduction

□ 
Smooth transitions between sentences and ideas
□ 
Choppy transitions between sentences and ideas (Note places where a better transition is needed in the margins of the paper)
□ 
Many run-ons or fragments

□ 
Paper is repetitive

Other comments and suggestions on organization and fluency:

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Academic Voice and Conventions (check ALL THAT APPLY):
□ 
Writer has chosen a voice appropriate for the topic, purpose, and audience. 

□ 
Diction and syntax are too informal

□ 
Writer overuses the passive voice
□ 
No distracting errors in conventions (spelling, grammar, and punctuation)
□ 
A few distracting errors in conventions (Correct the errors if you can.)
□ 
Many distracting errors in conventions (Correct the errors if you can.)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
THE LAST STEP is to assign a score to the draft based on the scoring criteria or rubric for the paper.  If there is no assignment-specific rubric, give it a letter grade (A- F).  Write the score here: 
Any last general comments?  Write them here:
