AP Junior English		TAO Huck Finn Final Essay

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]TOPIC:  We have been and will be working on activities that should help you generate ideas for an essay in which you answer the following question: Is The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn a racist text?

EVIDENCE: You should support your opinion both with evidence The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, and with direct quotations (and explanation thereof) from Jane Smiley’s essay, “Say It Ain’t So, Huck,” and David L. Smith’s essay, “Huck, Jim, and American Racial Discourse.” (minimum = cite both of these two authors).  If you cite one additional source (e.g. a historian you have read in APUSH, or one of the other scholars whose work appears at the back of your Huck Finn book) and the evidence works to support your argument (including concessions to the opposition), you can earn up to five points of extra credit.

LENGTH, FORMATTING, AND DUE DATES:
Length: 2-4 pages, typed, double-spaced, in 12-point Times or Garamond font, and with 1” margins

Style Formatting: 			Both in-text & Works Cited citations should be in MLA style.
Rough draft due for peer editing: 	Friday, 12/2
Final draft due:			Wednesday, 12/7

I strongly urge you to have a rough draft done earlier than the 2nd so that you can meet with me as needed for assistance.  I also urge you to seek feedback from your classmates outside of—as well as during—class on your drafts during the revision process.

AUDIENCE: You have a choice of two similar, but not identical, audiences:
Audience 1 = educated readers of a magazine such as Harper’s or the New Yorker (Smiley’s audience)
Audience 2 = the editors and readers of a collection of literary criticism essays, i.e. English professors or scholars (Smith’s audience)

In either case, your voice should be an academic one, and for this essay, use the 3rd person rather than the 1st person to express your opinion.  In addition, knowing that there are Smileys and Smiths out there, as well as many other scholars who have disagreed with each other about this question…
· consider and address opposing views
· anticipate skepticism
· make concessions to the opposing side

Your goal is to come across as reasonable, even-handed, and well-informed.

DEFINING TERMS: Perhaps the most important key term you will need to define in your essay is racist.  Don’t just quote Merriam-Webster’s or Dictionary.com; instead, consider carefully what this word means to you, and how your definition shapes your argument.  In terms of how to present the definition, you may want to refer to Smiley and Smith, both of whom offer their own definitions (or descriptions) of what racism means to them.

[bookmark: _GoBack]STRUCTURING YOUR ARGUMENT: For this essay, you should the Rogerian model.  We will review at least one example of a full-length Rogerian essay in class before the essay is due.  However, you should also consult your notes, my Web site (see PowerPoint in “Rhetoric, Style Analysis, etc.”), your Informed Argument book, and the Web for more information about how Rogerian arguments are structured.
