Junior AP English

Glass


Tips for analyzing the functions of technical elements in prose or poetry

General Rules of Thumb:

Diction creates tone (the attitudes and emotions of the author or speaker about what (s)he is describing).

Tone can be more complex than can be described in a single-word adjective.  At times, the tone shifts within a passage of prose, or within a poem, just as our emotions shift in real life.

Often, but not always, the tone of the author is the same as that of the narrator or a character speaking in a text.  However, sometimes an author will adopt a voice that is not his/her own (adopt a persona), and the attitude of that persona need not be the same as that of the author.  An author is also sometimes critical of certain characters in his/her text (a common pattern in satire).  For example, characters such as Colonel Cathcart are usually sincere when they speak in the text, while Heller’s tone in portraying them is sarcastic and highly critical of “courageous” people like The Good Colonel.
Detail creates imagery, which can involve not only visual but other sensory experience.

More on Diction and Tone:

Using clinical, dry, or matter-of-fact diction often leads to an ironic tone.

Ambiguous diction often indicates uncertainty on the part of the speaker, and/or creates an ironic tone.
More on Spotting Irony and Sarcasm: 

You may be reading an ironic or sarcastic passage if…

the author/persona/narrator/character seems to be suggesting something outrageous or that would offend most readers
something very mundane is described using elevated diction and lofty language (can include hyperbole).
something normally considered an important, intellectual, or serious topic is discussed in accessible, colloquial, or even non-standard language (can include understatement, aka litotes).
the passage includes a great deal of hyperbole or understatement (litotes).
the passage discusses a human foible or a questionable cultural practice or attitude.
More on Imagery:

Vivid imagery often complements diction in conveying the speaker’s state of mind or emotions.
On Syntactic Schemes (Refer also to schemes review below):

Schemes of balance, because they involve balancing different ideas, often describe a tension between two alternatives, such as between two conflicting emotions within a character.  However, they may also be used to emphasize intense similarities or connections between ideas and experiences (including ideas and experiences between which the connections are not obvious).

Schemes of unusual or inverted word order & schemes of repetition are generally used to emphasize the words or phrases that stand out due to the unusual order or due to their repetition.

With regard to sound:

Heavy use of alliteration and consonance often creates a harsh (cacophonous) sound that can convey tension or anxiety.  Alliteration and consonance can also help create a comic effect.  Heavy use of assonance usually creates a more pleasant (euphonious) sound and a more contemplative, content, or complacent tone.

Schemes of omission help convey meaning and tone because of how they affect the rhythm and pace of the text.  They can express heightened emotion and/or close connections between experiences, emotions, or concepts.  For example, polysyndeton can be used to replicate the rapid-fire-style speech of a person who is extremely excited about or frustrated by a series of events (e.g. a seven-year-old who loved every element of the plot in a movie she just saw), or to describe the events in a day in the life of a frantically busy person.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 Rhetorical Devices: Schemes Review

Four Types of Schemes

Schemes of Balance

Parallelism

Isocolon

Antithesis

Schemes of unusual or inverted word order

Anastrophe: inverted word order (Yoda-speak)
Parenthesis: use of “asides,” set off by parentheses, long dashes, etc. 

Apposition: additional information (usually modifying a noun), set off by commas or colons

Schemes of Omission

Ellipsis: omission of word(s)

Asyndeton: omission of conjunctions (“fragments”)

Polysyndeton: use of many conjunctions (“run-ons”)

Schemes of Repetition

PERTAINING TO SOUND

Alliteration: consonants, word-initial or medial (in the middle of the word)
Consonance: consonants, word-final

Assonance: vowels in stressed syllables of adjacent words

AT THE CLAUSE/SENTENCE LEVEL

Anaphora - repetition of the same word or groups of words at the beginnings of successive clauses

Epistrophe - repetition of the same word or group of words at the ends of successive clauses.  

Epanalepsis - repetition at the end of a clause of the word that occurred at the beginning of the clause.
Anadiplosis - repetition of the last word of one clause at the beginning of the following clause.
Antimetabole - repetition of words, in successive clauses, in reverse grammatical order

CAN BE AT THE PHRASAL LEVEL

Chiasmus (the “criss-cross”) - reversal of grammatical structures in successive phrases or clauses.  Similar to antimetabole because involves a reversal of grammatical structures in successive phrases or clauses, but does not involve a repetition of words.  

Climax - arrangement of words, phrases, or clauses in an order of increasing importance.

Polyptoton - repetition of words derived from the same root.

