GENERAL POINTERS ON ORGANIZATION FOR AP LANGUAGE TIMED WRITINGS

These are NOT five-paragraph essays!  Your ideas should determine the length and organization of each essay response.

That said, here are some pointers:
1) Be sure that your thesis (main claim) is specific, answers the prompt, and voices an opinion.

2) One strategy for organizing the essay might be this one:

Short Intro: optional "hook," brief background info. (if applicable) +
MAIN CLAIM = thesis

Body Para 1 begins with Topic Sentence 1: Reason #1 for main claim
Body Para 2 begins with Topic Sentence 2: Reason #2 for main claim
and so on, for all Body Paragraphs

Short Conclusion

REMINDERS ABOUT EVIDENCE:
You should have two tiers of evidence in any argument or synthesis essay.
Tier One = your reasons for your main claim (thesis)
Tier Two = specific examples to illustrate the validity of your reasons
Note that a synthesis prompt makes your job a bit easier than an open-ended argument prompt by providing you with Tier Two evidence. The direct quotes, paraphrases, or facts you draw from the source documents can be your main Tier Two evidence. You can supplement with outside knowledge (although doing so is not required), but you must cite a minimum of three source documents. 
YOU need to decide upon your Tier One evidence: your reasons. Your position should be your own, not just a summary of the sources.
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WHAT CONSTITUTES A FULLY DEVELOPED ARGUMENT?

1) Stance that addresses the complexity of the problem/question:
· A qualified main claim is often best.
· Be sure to cite and develop several reasons for the main claim.

2) Concessions: how to incorporate?
Use modified Rogerian structure, AND/OR, work into your syntax:
· "Although X, Y"
· Admittedly, X is a concern; however,...
· So-and-so's claim that X has some validity given...; however,...

3) Use of outside knowledge and/or sources that goes beyond summary; explains HOW evidence proves claim

4) Synthesis of sources: grouping sources in meaningful ways to support YOUR position (and to make concessions).  

Again, avoiding organizing paragraphs example-by-example or source-by-source.


COMPARISON OF AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE SYNTHESIS ESSAY AND APUSH DBQ
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	Synthesis Essay 
	Document-Based Question 

	Similarities 

	1. Use sources to support a thesis 
	1. Use documents to support a thesis 

	2. Must cite sources 
	2. Must cite sources 

	3. Read for 15 minutes (suggested) 
	3. Read for 15 minutes (suggested) 

	4. Do not simply paraphrase -- no "laundry list" 
	4. Do not simply paraphrase -- no "laundry list" 

	5. Must "enter into a conversation" 
	5. Must understand the complexity of the historical issue to "enter into a conversation" 

	6. Consider the author's purpose, audience, and point of view 
	6. Consider the author's purpose, audience, and point of view 

	7. Must develop a clear, organized argument 
	7. Must develop a clear, organized argument 

	
	

	Differences 

	1. Sources provided 
	1. Documents provided 

	2. Primary and secondary sources used 
	2. Only primary sources used 

	3. Suggested writing time: 40 minutes 
	3. Suggested writing time: 45 minutes 

	4. Outside information not required 
	4. Outside information required 

	5. Must use a minimum of three sources 
	5. Expected to use more than half of the documents (not specifically stated in the directions) 

	6. Prompt in three parts: directions, introduction, and assignment 
	6. Directions with statement or question 



From: http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/members/courses/teachers_corner/180002.html


image1.png
ORGANIZATION PITFALLS AND HOW TO AVOID THEM

type of prompt what not to do

Rhetorical go paragraph-by-

Analysis paragraph through the
passage ("First, the
author uses this
strategy; then, in the
second paragraph, she

does this...).
Defend/ state position in a
Challenge/ single sentence in
Qualify a Claim intro; then, organize
body paragraphs by
OR very specific, narrow
examples,
Synthesis
Argument not include any Tier 2
("Develop a evidence.
Position")

what to do instead

organize body
paragraphs by effects of
rhetorical strategies

group together strategies
that have similar
effects/work toward the
same end

develop a full argument*
by stating several reasons
for your position (*more
on next slide)

organize body paragraphs
by reasons

synthesize several
examples as support for
each reason (use source
doc's for synthesis)




