Junior AP Prose Drill: adapted from Mrs. Tully’s materials


Read the passage aloud before beginning your analysis.

1. Do an abbreviated AP2/PAPA analysis, in which you identify:

Persona

Audience


Purpose--is the purpose of the narrator or speaker the same as that of the author?


Argument of author and/or narrator and/or speaker
2. Consider tone: of both author and narrator or speaker.  Jot down a word or words that you think capture(s) the tone of the passage as a whole.

3. Identify key examples of diction
Look up unfamiliar words.

Note repetition of words and phrases.

Identify ambiguous words or phrases.

Check for allusions (e.g. to other literary works, mythology, religion, cultural icons, etc.).
Characterize the formality of the language, i.e. formal, conversational, clinical, jargon.
Note groups of words and phrases pertaining to the same topic or theme (e.g. color words, words describing death, words describing youth, etc.)
4. Reconsider tone: have you described it accurately?

5. Identify key details (which may affect either imagery and/or point of view)

Identify sensory details--consider which senses they engage

6. Identify imagery

Categorize/Describe the imagery as a whole: What kinds of images are present?
Look for repetitions or extensions of images.
7. Identify rhetorical devices
Schemes (aka syntax aka sentence structure; consider also alternations in sentence length and complexity)


Tropes (aka figurative language aka figures of speech)

8. Describe the effect of schemes and tropes on the overall meaning and tone.
9. Consider the overall structure of the passage

Does it have a clear beginning, middle and end?

Are there any important shifts in tone (attitude of narrator or speaker) or theme (what the passage is about)?

What do we as readers learn by the end of this particular passage?

10. Reconsider your initial AP2/PAPA analysis.
11. Summarize how the author uses diction, imagery, schemes and tropes to convey his or her argument or meaning.
