Crafting Slams: Some Pre-Writing Prompts
Free write on one of the following topics for 15-20 minutes.  Then select the most powerful images, most interesting diction, euphonious or cacophonous phrases etc. and use them as a jumping off point for your poem.

A letter you would like to write or a conversation you would like to have with an important figure in our society (the President, a famous religious leader, a cultural icon, etc.)

Your favorite piece of literature, favorite song, or favorite work of visual art, and why it speaks to you

A rant about a political, social, educational, or ecological issue about which you’d like to speak your mind 

A person you admire or despise

A person, pet, or object you have lost that was important to you, and the experience of losing him/her/it

An especially good or bad day in your recent experience, and how you felt on that day

Advice you received from a friend, parent, or teacher that seems especially good or especially bad (you can respond to the advice, or explain what happened when you followed/failed to follow it)

A travel experience that challenged you or taught you something worthwhile

