AP English Language and Composition		Glass

Synthesis Prompt Writing Project: Research, Analysis, and Writing

RATIONALE: One of the most valuable skills students can develop is the ability to think like a teacher. If you can anticipate the kinds of questions your high school teachers, college professors, and standardized test writers are likely to ask, you will feel more confident in answering such questions. Furthermore, in your critical reading and analysis, you will be more able to focus efficiently and effectively on important details. Thinking like a teacher is therefore a crucial test-taking strategy as well as an overall academic skill.


YOUR TASKS: As part of your preparation for the AP English Language and Composition exam, you will be collaborating with three-five of your classmates in order to create an original synthesis prompt. Your original prompt must be either a “Take a Stand” prompt or an “Evaluate Considerations” prompt, and it must be structured like an authentic AP exam prompt. More specifically, the final draft must include all of the following elements:
· Directions
· Introduction
· Assignment
· Six Source Documents, all from credible sources, and one of which must be a visual (graph, chart, political cartoon, etc.)
· Box containing MLA Works Cited-style citation for each source document


TOPICS: Your group may choose any topic, provided the topic:
· is a source of debate.
· is NOT highly emotionally charged for most students and/or AP graders (examples of off-limit topics: abortion, euthanasia, capital punishment).
· is broad and significant enough that you will be able to find at least six credible sources that discuss the topic.


EXAMPLES OF APPROPRIATE TOPICS (Yes, you may choose one of these if you would like, but feel free to design your own).  EC next to a topic indicates that it might provide a good basis for an “Evaluate Considerations” prompt.
· Genetically modified foods EC
· Open campuses for public high schools EC
· National Endowment for the Arts funding EC
· Merit pay for teachers
· Government subsidies to wind and solar energy companies EC
· Government subsidies to farmers EC
· Construction and operation of casinos on public lands
· Establishing a nationally standardized (or internationally standardized) exam high school students must pass to graduate
· Social networking media (e.g. Facebook) EC
· New media for youth EC
· Privatization of the United States Social Security system
· Deciding upon and implementing a new official language/languages for a nation or political body (e.g. for the European Union) EC






IMPORTANT DETAILS AND DUE DATES

WHAT?							WHEN?
	Two source documents for a possible topic (incidvidual)
	Due: Thursday, February 9

	Project proposal :
· Clear description of topic (  /3 points)
· explanation of why your group chose the topic (  / 4 points)
· Identification of type of prompt ( /1 point)
· annotated Works Cited for at least six sources you believe you might use (excerpts from) as source documents (  /4 points)

(1-3 paragraph proposal + Annotated Works Cited)
                                                                 
                                                                                  TOTAL:     / 12 POINTS


	Due: Wednesday, February 15

	Six copies (printed and ready for peer editing and teacher feedback) of packet containing:
· complete prompt + 
· six documents + 
· Works Cited citations for all sources 

                                                                    TOTAL:     / 5 POINTS

	Due: Thursday, February 16

	Final draft of complete prompt*:
·  Directions
· Introduction
· Assignment
· Six Source Documents, all from credible sources, and one of which must be a visual (graph, chart, political cartoon, etc.)
· Box containing MLA Works Cited-style citation for each source document
· Detailed rubric descriptions for 2, 4, 6, and 8 essays

	Due: Wednesday, February 22

	Voting on prompt for each class section’s “final”
	On-line by 11:59pm on Monday, February 27

	“Final” = timed writing on selected prompt from another class
	Thursday,  March 1




*SEE ATTACHED RUBRIC FOR DETAILS ON HOW FINAL DRAFT OF PROMPT WILL BE GRADED.
