1. “When Dresden was destroyed later on, incidentally, Lazzaro did not exult. He didn’t have anything against the Germans, he said. Also, he said he liked to take his enemies one at a time. He was proud of never having hurt an innocent bystander. ‘Nobody ever got it from Lazzaro,’ he said, ’who didn’t have it coming’”(139-140).
2. What type(s) of irony is/are used in this passage?

I. Verbal Irony

II. Socratic Irony

III. Dramatic Irony

IV. Situational Irony

 

a) I only
b) II and III

c) II and IV

d) I and IV

 
3. Whom does Weary blame for his death?
a) The Hobo

b) Lazzaro

c) Billy Pilgrim

d) The Scouts

4. While traveling on a chartered airplane in Ilium, of what outcome was Billy certain?
a) that he was about to become “unstuck in time”

b) that the plane would land at the wrong destination

c) that the plane would crash rather than reach Montreal

d) that the Tralfamadorians would soon abduct him
5. Which of the following are characteristics of the Tralfamadorians, according to Billy Pilgrim?

I.  They believe in free will, while “Earthlings” do not.

II. They communicate telepathically with each other.

III. They believe that past events never truly end.

a) I only
b) II only

c) II and III

d) I, II, and III
6. Which best describes the relationship between Billy and his daughter, Barbara?

a) Barbara will not speak to Billy because of Billy’s embarrassing habit of weeping.

b) Barbara believes Billy is going senile and treats him with condescension. 

c) Barbara and Billy are very affectionate toward each other.

d) Billy has not spoken to Barbara since she married a pro-war veteran. 

7. Tralfamadorians use the analogy of humans as bugs stuck in amber to refer to:

I. The idea that humans can only view life at one point in time

II. The idea that humans have the ability to change their own fates

III. The idea that humans cannot exercise free will
a. I only

b. II only

c. I and II only

d. I and III only
8. Given the historical and sociological context of Slaughterhouse Five, which choice below best captures the underlying meaning of the motif, “So it goes”?

a) It displays Vonnegut’s true apathy toward violence and war.

b) It demonstrates the superiority of a non-linear concept of time.

c) It depicts the laissez-faire attitude of the spirit of the times.
d) It satirizes an indifferent attitude toward suffering and death.
9. Of what does the barbershop quartet at Billy’s anniversary party remind him?

a) the soldiers guarding the American captives during the Dresden bombing

b) fish with ever-opening and -closing mouths that appear as if they are singing

c) his experiences traveling with the “Three Musketeers” after the Battle of the Bulge

d) the harmonious relationship that Billy has had with his wife, Valencia

10. What happens to the scouts?

a) They escape from behind enemy lines.

b) They choose to part ways to travel more quickly.

c) They are shot by German soldiers.

d) They are captured with Billy and Ronald Weary.
 

Refer to the following passage in order to answer the two questions which follow.
“And the liquid began to flow. Gobs of it built up in the doorway, plopped to the ground. Billy was the next-to-last human being to reach the door. The hobo was last. The hobo could not flow, could not plop. He wasn’t liquid anymore. He was stone.”

 

11. The passage above contains which of the following rhetorical devices?



I. antithesis



II. metaphor



III. epistrophe
a) I only
b) II only
c) I & II only

d) I, II, & III

12.  What does the liquid represent?
a) the disgust with which the German soldiers view the prisoners

b) the sense of relief felt by the exhausted prisoners
c) the slow but steady movement of the living prisoners
d) the tears of the hungry and traumatized prisoners

13.  What is one of the ironies inherent in Edgar Derby’s death, as stated in Chapter 1?

a) The Germans tried to maintain a semblance of order by giving him a trial before execution.

b) He died alone in the firebombing of Dresden after he had taken care of many people as they died.

c) Edgar Derby seemed most likely to survive the war and go home, when in reality he died first.

d) He was executed by a German firing squad after assisting them in killing others. 

 14. In the passage below, which warrant underlies the Tralfamadorians’ argument? 

“If you know this,” said Billy, “isn’t there some way you can prevent it? Can’t you keep the pilot from pressing the button?”

“He has always pressed it, and he always will. We always let him and we always will let him. The moment is structured that way.”

a) All beings choose their fates.
b) Tralfamadorians are irrational.
c) God has designed a perfect universe.
d) There is no individual free will.
15. What do the Englishmen at the war camps call the Germans?

a) Krauts

b) Jerries

c) Nazis
d) Wilhelms
16. When is Billy first visited by the Tralfamadorians? 

a) when he first returns from the war

b) on his daughter’s wedding night 

c) during the bombing of Dresden

d) during his graduation from optometry school
17. At the time of its publication, Slaughterhouse Five became popular in part because of which attitudes of the time period?
a) Public questioning of U.S. involvement in WWII

b) Anti-Communist sentiment during the Red Scare

c) The anti-war sentiment of Vietnam era

d) Widespread disillusionment following WWI

18. Which of the following best describes Billy’s psychological state living in Illium in the 1950’s and 60’s?

a) Unable to communicate with other humans after his return from Tralfamadore

b) Still feeling shame from his childhood experiences at the Grand Canyon

c) Surprised to find himself proud of his sacrifices for his country in the war

d) Still suffering the effects of psychological trauma inflicted during the war


19. How does the Tralfamadorian ability to see the path of the stars relate to the Tralfamadorian concept of time?
a) Time is comprised of interconnected moments whose sequence is unimportant.

b) The paths of stars represent the experiences of individual Tralfamadorians.

c) The "luminous spaghetti" represents the needless complications of human life.

d) A sequence of celestial events helps mold every individual creature in the universe.
The questions below are based on the following passage from Chapter 9:

Rumfoord had a problem about Dresden. His one-volume history of the Army Air Force in World War Two was supposed to be a readable condensation of the twenty-seven-volume Official History of the Army Air Force in World War Two. The thing was, though, there was almost nothing in the twenty-seven volumes about the Dresden raid, even though it had been such a howling success. The extent of the success had been kept a secret for many years after the war—a secret from the American people. It was no secret from the Germans, of course, or from the Russians, who occupied Dresden after the war, who are in Dresden still.
20. What is Vonnegut’s tone in this passage?

a) nostalgic

b) perplexed

c) ironic

d) furious

21. Which of the following rhetorical strategies contribute to the tone of the passage?

I. sentimental diction to build pathos

II. litotes to understate a serious topic

III. apposition to clarify an ambiguous phrase
a) I only

b) II only

c) II and III only

d) I, II, and III

22. How many genders do the Tralfamadorians think humans have in the fourth dimension?

a) 5

b) 4

c) 7

d) 12

23. The phrase "poo-tee-weet" refers to the sound made after the bombing of Dresden. Who makes this sound, and what is its meaning?

a) The birds; It means that after the bombing of Dresden, virtually the only sign of life is the chirping birds.

b) The soldiers; they use it to call to each other to find themselves in the destruction following the bombing of Dresden.

c) The birds; It means that after the bombing of Dresden, life has returned to normal because the birds are chirping.

d) The Tralfamadorians; They make this sound because they are pleased by the destruction created on Earth.
24. Through which character(s) does Vonnegut most often express his opinions about modern life?

a) Roland Weary

b) Eliot Rosewater

c) Valencia Pilgrim

d) The Tralfamadorians

25. Why was Mrs. O’Hare angry when Vonnegut came over to discuss the war?

a) because she disapproved of Vonnegut’s drunkenness 

b) because she opposed glorification of the war

c) because Vonnegut betrayed her husband during the war

d) because she and her husband had been enjoying a quiet dinner

26. Through which metaphor does Vonnegut convey the Tralfamadorian perception of time?

a) A green eye that can see in all directions at once

b) A vista of multiple peaks of the Rocky Mountains

c) A single piece of amber with an insect trapped within it

d) An enormous cloud floating above and uninhabited plain

27. What is inscribed on Montana Wildhack’s locket and on the plaque in Billy’s office?

a) So it goes

b) The Children’s Crusade

c) The Serenity Prayer

d) The Lord’s Prayer

28. The Tralfamadorians know how their world will end. Why do they not attempt to prevent its destruction?

a) because they are too preoccupied with the development of technology to care

b) because they are too distracted by the presence of Billy and Montana 

c) because they accept that the moment is structured in a particular way

d) because although they wish to prevent the tragedy, they do not know how

“The fictitious people in the zoo had a big board supposedly showing stock market quotations and commodity prices along one wall of their habitat, and a news ticker, and a telephone that was supposedly connected to a brokerage on Earth…. The telephone and the big board and the ticker were all fakes, of course. They were simply stimulants to make the Earthlings perform vividly for the crowds at the zoo—to make them jump up and down and cheer, or gloat, or sulk, or tear their hair, to be scared shitless or to feel as contented as babies in their mothers arms.” (202)

29. Which option best reflects Vonnegut’s main idea in the passage above?

a) Trafalmadorians have a condescending view of Earthling culture and seek to mock Earthlings’ ignorance.

b) The human fascination with others’ pain, loss, and misfortune is what defines humanity.

c) Humans’ senseless obsession with money is founded on and furthered by abstract and intangible numerical figures.

d) Whereas the Earth is concrete and real, Tralfamadore symbolizes the illusion of reality.

30. What visual symbol on the trains in Germany indicates they are carrying prisoners of war?

a) a large red cross

b) a horizontal blue stripe

c) an American flag

d) orange and black stripes

31. To what is Billy Pilgrim referring when he explains “I didn’t think the time was ripe”?

a) why he didn’t tell his family about his abduction to Tralfamadore right after it occurred

b) why he refused to come home on emergency furlough when his father was shot by a friend while hunting
c) why he didn’t mate with the movie star Montana Wildhack while in the zoo on Tralfamadore

d) why he didn’t answer his daughter Barbara’s call when she came to visit

32. How did the German Prison officials feel about the British prisoners?

a) They thought that they were as bad as the Russians.

b) They felt indifferent to them as they did to the Americans

c) They enjoyed their presence and played games with them.

d) They hated them, and made life miserable for them.

 

33. What advice do the Tralfamadorians give to Billy and his fellow Earthlings?

a) Earthlings should exploit their unique capacity for “free will.”

b) Appreciate your loved ones while they are alive, for no one lives forever.

c) Only look at the good moments, and ignore awful times.

d) Wars are futile processes that produce few lasting benefits. 

34. How does Valencia pass away?

a) In a head-on collision with a Cadillac
b) From a heart attack due to her obesity

c) From carbon monoxide poisoning

d) In the plane crash enroute to the optometrists’ convention
35. Billy’s son, Robert, was described as being a juvenile delinquent throughout his teenage years before becoming a “leader of men” as a Green Beret. What might Vonnegut be asserting to his audience about the credibility of military officers?

a) He believes that the military is a powerful force of positive change for young people.

b) He is grateful that the military can put young troublemakers to a productive use.

c) He wishes that young delinquents would be sent to jail instead of becoming soldiers and officers in the army.

d) He is hinting that military leaders are often not as respectable and qualified as they appear to be.

36. Why is the novel subtitled “The Childrens’ Crusade”?

a) Because men are sent so young to war that they are practically still “babies.”

b) Dresden killed an entire population of women and children in the city of Dresden.

c) Germany was so desperate for soldiers that young children age 12 and under were used in the war.

d) Throughout the novel a parallel is drawn between WWII and the Middle Ages’ Childrens’ Crusade.

37. For what “crime” is Edgar Derby shot?

a) Stealing a teapot from the ruins of Dresden.

b) Assaulting a German prison guard.

c) Deserting his comrades in battle.

d) Trying to escape from his slaughterhouse prison.

38. What is the rhetorical purpose of Billy and Montana living together naked in the controlled setting of Tralfamadore, similarly to Adam and Eve living unashamed before the Fall in the Garden of Eden?

a) The Tralfamadorians parallel them with Adam and Eve because, like humans, they believe in an almighty Creator.
b) It is a satirical juxtaposition between humans being controlled by God and the Tralfamadorians controlling their environment.

c) The comparison between the care-free world of Tralfamadore and the Garden of Eden shows how neither humans nor Tralfamadorians hold serious values. 

d) Vonnegut wants his readers to recognize that humans truly have free will even if they sometimes question its existence.
