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Discussion of word choice, tone, imagery, and meaning in Auden’s “The Shield of Achilles”

In your table groups, discuss the following questions about W.H. Auden’s poem “The Shield of Achilles.”  Jot down notes and be prepared to share your group’s answers with the class.

Definitions and Notes:

· Tone means the author’s attitude toward the subject.
· Diction means word choice.  The author’s diction creates tone.
· Below, I ask you to find and mark key words and phrases the author uses.  The goal is to focus your attention on the diction that creates tone in this poem.
Questions to discuss with your group mates:
1) The word stanza refers to a series of lines grouped together, similar to a paragraph of prose (non-poetry).  Underline all of the descriptive words (adjectives and other describing words or phrases) that you find in the first two stanzas.  Then, compare the adjectives used in lines 1-5 with those in lines 6-15.  How are they similar or different?

2) Who is “she” in this poem?  Who is “he”?

3) What does “she” expect to see “on the shining metal” (line 5)?  How do you think “she” feels about what she actually sees?

4) Mark the places in the poem where you find images of war.  What is the tone of these images?  In other words, based on these images, how do you think the author feels about war?

5) How is the attitude toward war expressed in this poem similar to or different from the attitudes in the Iliad?
6) Are there any images of peace in the poem? If yes, where are these images?  Does Thetis see her son as others see him?  How does Auden see Achilles?
7) Compare the classical and modern images in the poem.  Is there a different tone to the classical and modern images?  Why do you think so?  What does that indicate?
8) What is the author's purpose in this poem? 
