GATE 1-2: Freshman English

Homer vs. Auden Collaborative Essay Project: Details, Requirements, and Schedule

PROMPT: In their poetry, both Homer, the most renowned ancient Greek poet, and W.H. Auden, a renowned modern British-American poet, describe the Shield of Achilles.  In a well-organized, well-supported essay, compare Homer’s and Auden’s depictions of the shield AND analyze how these depictions reveal the attitudes of the two poets regarding war.

REQUIREMENTS:  Your final drafts must…

· be written collaboratively with 1-2 other students (pairs/groups assigned by me)
· be typed, double-spaced, and in 12-point Times New Roman, Calibri, or Garamond font

· have 1-inch margins on all sides

· include direct quotations from both poems to help illustrate the points in your analysis

· include a heading, in-text citations and a works cited in proper MLA format (we will review this format in class).

· use formal, academic language, aka academic voice

· be carefully proofread and revised (we will do some editing and revision in class)

· be printed out and stapled BEFORE class on the peer editing and final due dates
· document all stages in the writing process by including pre-writing and earlier drafts (attach to the back of the essay)

EVALUATION: The content of your essays will be evaluated according to the Arizona State Department of Education’s Six-Trait Rubric.  You may download a copy of this rubric here: http://www.ade.state.az.us/standards/6traits/
There will also be a participation grade out of 10 points.  In order to earn all 10, you must work productively on every stage of the process (see calendar below).
SCHEDULE/DEADLINES:  NOTE THAT THERE MAY BE OTHER ASSIGNMENTS DURING THIS TIME!
· Full-length rough draft due Wednesday, October 21
· Final draft due Friday, October 23
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	

	12

Discuss assignment details.

Create working thesis.

Begin creating table of quotes.
HWK: Add to your quotes table.


	13

In T8:
Complete MLA tutorial.

Decide whether to use block or point-by-point.

Draft topic sentences for each body paragraph= as a group.

Begin drafting three rough paragraphs (introduction or body paragraphs) = individually
HWK: Finish individual drafts of three paragraphs.


	14

In T8:

Peer edit rough drafts of three paragraphs.
Begin revising three paragraphs.

HWK: 

None, but bring a print-out of your three paragraphs to class tomorrow. 
	15
Discuss how to integrate quotations into your own syntax (review MLA format).

Peer edit drafts of three paragraphs for:

· continuity

· fluency

· academic voice

· integration of quotes

HWK: 

Revise body paragraphs to better integrate quotes.
	16: Grading Day—no school for students.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	19

Discuss thesis statements and introductions.

Work on revising working thesis and drafting introduction.

Decide upon a strategy for co-writing the introduction.

HWK:

Come ready to work in T8 on your conclusion and on revising the rest of your essay.  ALL body paragraphs and your introduction must be written (rough drafts) by tomorrow!
	20

In T8:
Revise the intro and body paragraphs.

Write your conclusion!

HWK: Revise to get ready for peer editing of the entire draft.  

Bring a typed, double-spaced, finished copy of the paper to class for peer editing on Wed.
	21

In-depth peer editing of full drafts, using six-trait rubric

HWK: Work on revising your rough draft.


	22
HWK: Work on revising your rough draft.
	23
FINAL DRAFTS DUE FOR A GRADE!
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Please do not be shy about seeking my help at any stage of the writing and revision process!
