Antigone Essay Assignment: Note-Taking Chart and Outline
Aristotle, in Poetics, described the criteria for a tragic hero.  In his theory of catharsis, he explained that if the hero met these criteria he would evoke an emotional response (catharsis) of pity and fear from the audience. In Antigone, neither Creon nor Antigone clearly meets all the criteria for a tragic hero.

You will soon be writing an essay in which you analyze the extent to which Creon or Antigone (your choice) is a tragic hero and comment on the extent to which the character evokes catharsis.  In order to help you prepare, use the note-taking chart below.

Intro
II. Characteristics
	1-3
III. Fall
IV.  Suffering
	Deserved?
	Catharsis from audience (chorus)
V. Conclusion

	
	Oedipus
	Creon
	Antigone

	Realistic
	
	
	




	Nobly born
	
	
	




	Basically good
	
	
	




	Fall from high position
	
	
	




	Fall as a result of his own action
	
	
	




	Suffers more than he/she deserves
	
	
	





	Evokes catharsis, as voiced by chorus?

	
	
	




