Antigone Essay Prompt

Using Aristotle's criteria for a tragic hero, analyze either Creon or Antigone from Sophocles'  tragedy Antigone.  As neither fits the criteria perfectly, the result is a less effective tragedy.  As the purpose of tragedy, according to Aristotle, is the purging of the emotions of pity and fear, how does the development of the character you choose affect the audience's emotional catharsis?

Organization Tips

In the background of the introduction:

· Sophocles

· Antigone

· Name of character and identification

· Aristotle’s Poetics
· tragic hero

· theory of catharsis

Thesis: should express your answer to the following related questions

a) To what extent does Antigone/Creon meet Aristotle’s criteria for a tragic hero?

b) Given your answer to a, how does the development of Antigone/Creon affect the audience’s emotional catharsis?

Body Paragraphs

· should group the characteristics of the tragic hero in ways that makes sense for your particular choice of character

· should provide and explain direct quotations to support your analysis

· should be ordered in a way that reflects your thesis: see below.

More tips on organizing the essay

Think about where your argument is leading: your answer to question b above

If you think your choice of character does evoke catharsis effectively, despite ways in which (s)he does not meet Aristotle’s criteria, consider this order:

· fails to meet certain criteria (with evidence)

· impact on audience/Chorus of such failure

· However, meets X, Y, Z criteria (with evidence), and…

· Therefore, evokes cathartic reaction (with evidence)

If you think your choice of character does NOT evoke catharsis effectively, despite ways in which (s)he meets Aristotle’s criteria, consider this order:

· meets certain criteria (with evidence)

· impact on audience/Chorus of meeting these criteria

· However, importantly, fails to meet X, Y, and Z criteria (with evidence), and…

· Therefore, does not evoke cathartic reaction (with evidence)

