Poetry out Loud List for Freshmen
Below is your list of Poems from the Poetry out Loud Competition. You must choose your poem from this list. You can download the poem from poetryoutloud.org, but I suggest you read several poems before settling on your poem.  They are all quite different, so if you don’t like one, try another. No more than two students can do the same poem per class, so have a few choices in mind in case your first choice is already taken. THE SIGN UP WILL BE POSTED IN MY ROOM FROM WEDNESDAY, NOV. 16-FRIDAY, NOV. 18. First come, first served; or, the early bird gets the poem.
Then begin memorizing your poem.  Make sure you clearly understand the poem. Paraphrase it. Look up words you do not know. Make sure you understand what the poem is saying. When you practice learning it, recite it out-loud and make sure you recite it with understanding. 
1. ISLA By Virgil Suárez
2. The animals in that country BY MARGARET ATWOOD
3. It would be neat if with the New Year By Jimmy Santiago Baca
4. a song in the front yard By Gwendolyn Brooks
5. [i carry your heart with me(i carry it in] By E. E. Cummings
6. Golden Retrievals By Mark Doty
7. Cartoon Physics, part 1 By Nick Flynn
8. Momma Said By CALVIN FORBES 
9. Ways of Talking By Ha Jin
10. Bright Star, Would I were Steadfast as Thou Art By John Keats
11. The Gift By Li-Young Lee
12. Hearing your words, and not a word among them By Edna St. Vincent Millay
13. Boy and Egg By Naomi Shihab Nye
14. EGO By DENISE DUHAMEL
15. Self-Inquiry Before the Job Interview By Gary Soto
16. Dreamers By Siegfried Sassoon
17. Good People By W. S. Merwin 
18. The Lamb By Linda Gregg
19.  Happiness By Jane Kenyon
20. Nurture By Maxine W. Kumin
21. CABAZON By AMY BEEDER
22. ENOUGH By SUZANNE BUFFAM
23. EAGLE POEM By Joy HarjO
24. DELIBERATE By Amy Uyematsu
25. ALL THIS AND MORE By Mary Karr
26. ANOTHER FEELING By Ruth Stone
27. THE LAKE ISLE OF INNISFREE By William Butler Yeats
28. PRAYER RUG By Agha Shahid Ali
29. THE ALBATROSS By Kate Bass
30. SAD BOY'S SAD BOY By Charles Bernstein
31. FLIRTATION By RITA DOVE
32. BENT TO THE EARTH By BLAS MANUEL DE LUNA
33. ICE By Gail Mazur
34. TRAVELING THROUGH THE DARK By William E. Stafford
35. THE EMPEROR OF ICE-CREAM By Wallace Stevens
36. BLACK BOYS PLAY THE CLASSICS By Toi Derricotte
37. UNHOLY SONNET 1 By Mark Jarman
38. A NOISELESS PATIENT SPIDER BY WALT WHITMAN
39. TO THE DESERT By Benjamin Alire Sáenz
40. THE CITIES INSIDE US By Alberto Ríos
41. THE GODDESS WHO CREATED THIS PASSING WORLD By Alice Notley
42. SHE WALKS IN BEAUTY By Lord Byron (George Gordon)
43. Sonnet XVIII: Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
44. FOR MY CONTEMPORARIES By J. V. Cunningham
45. BEAUTIFUL WRECKAGE By W.D. Ehrhart
46. INSOMNIA By Dana Gioia
47. FEVER By Hailey Leithauser
48. SONG OF THE POWERS By David Mason
49. HERE By Joshua Mehigan
50. THIS MOST PERFECT HILL By LISA JARNOT
51. HISTORY LESSON By NATASHA TRETHEWAY
52. A BLESSING By JAMES WRIGHT
53. CONTRADICTION By RAVI SHANKAR
