Lord of the Flies In-Class Essay: AP-Based Rubric

This AP-style scoring rubric rewards writers for what they do well and evaluates their essays holistically. The score for an exceptionally well-written essay may be raised by one point from the score otherwise appropriate.  On the other hand, multiple problems with writing mechanics may detract from the overall score.
	9 = 50/50

8+ = 49/50

8= 48/50


	9-8
	The writers of these well-constructed essays answer the prompt completely and thoroughly, using direct quotes and properly cited paraphrases as evidence and explaining the relevance of the evidence.  With convincing and clear theses, the essays demonstrate the authors’ clear understanding of the task and the novel as a whole.  Although not without flaws, these essays reflect the writer’s ability to control a wide range of the elements of effective writing to provide a keen, sophisticated analysis of the literary text.


	7+ = 47/50

7 = 46/50

6+ = 45/50

6 = 44/50
	7-6
	The writers of these essays adequately address the prompt.  These essays may not be as thorough and well organized as those in the 8-9 range, and their thesis statements may not be as clear and specific, but the authors demonstrate a keen understanding of the text. Most of the authors’ points are supported with well-chosen quotations and/or properly cited paraphrases, but in a few instances, support may be insufficient or improperly cited. The overall organization of these essays may be somewhat formulaic or characterized by awkward transitions. Weaknesses in syntax, diction, and/or conventions may also be present, but they do not significantly impede overall clarity. Despite their weaknesses, these essays confirm the writer’s ability to read literary texts with advanced comprehension and to write with organization and control.



	5+ = 43/50

5= 42/50
	5
	The writers of these essays have attempted to address the prompt, but they do so with uneven success. They discuss the work without serious errors in comprehension, but the analysis may be repetitive, somewhat superficial, and/or weakened by intermittent deviations from analysis into plot summary. The thesis may be vague or difficult to identify, and the connections between the body paragraphs and the thesis may be tenuous.  Textual evidence may be lacking in several places where needed, or the evidence may not always be convincing in proving the author’s points. The writer may also demonstrate some lack of control over the elements of composition.



	4+ = 37/50
4= 35/50

3+ = 32/50

3 = 30/50
	4-3
	These writers of these essays ineffectively address the prompt. Although the essays may be well-written and contain good insights regarding the novel, they may veer off-prompt to discuss topics irrelevant to the question at hand. The thesis statements in these essays are often non-existent or so vague as to provide no structure for the remainder of the essay.  Overall organization is typically weak, and paragraph breaks may seem arbitrary.  Connections between ideas may be left unexplained. Illustrations and examples tend to be misconstrued, inexact, or omitted altogether.  If provided at all, quotes and paraphrases may lack proper citations. The writing may be sufficient to convey ideas, but is typically characterized by weak diction, syntax, grammar, spelling, or organization.  Essays scored a three are even less able in these areas and will exhibit inadequate development and/or serious problems with writing mechanics.
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