Advanced Syntax: Avoiding Shifts in Construction (aka Faulty Parallelism)
(adapted from: http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/write/we/ch5/17c.htm)
This handout covers the errors that result when a writer inadvertently makes any shift in construction: a shift away from topics in the subject of the sentence; a shift in tense; a shift in pronoun person and/or number; a shift from active to passive voice (or vice-versa), or any other shift that produces a structure that is awkward.  As the heading on this page suggests, these errors usually yield faulty parallelism: a syntactic structure that is lacking in balance.
SHIFT FROM SUBJECT TO PREDICATE When you start an idea in the subject part of a sentence, you must complete that idea—not another idea—in the predicate. To correct sentences that end up differently from the way they started, you may need to reconsider completely the point you want to make. 
· WRONG: When I bake cookies relaxes me. 
RIGHT: Baking cookies relaxes me. 
or 
· WRONG: When I bake cookies relaxes me. 
RIGHT: I relax when I bake cookies. 
In the first revision, the subject matches the predicate. In the second revision, the predicate completes the sentence structure implied by the subject. 
· WRONG: My appointment to Director was the position I wanted. 
RIGHT: I was appointed Director, the position I wanted. 
The revised version makes distinct the two ideas in the sentence: the appointment and the writer's desire for the job. 
SHIFT IN TENSE The verb tense used in a sentence should give readers a clear idea of the time of the action described. Be consistent in using verb tense, shifting tenses only as required. An abrupt shift in tense can confuse readers. 
· WRONG: Workers who were consulted regularly feel more committed to the company and had a lower rate of absenteeism. 
RIGHT: Workers who are consulted regularly feel more committed to the company and have a lower rate of absenteeism. 
or 
· WRONG: Workers who were consulted regularly feel more committed to the company and have a lower rate of absenteeism. 
RIGHT: Workers who have been consulted regularly now feel more committed to the company and have a lower rate of absenteeism. 
The original sentence refers to an action in the past ("workers were consulted"), then switches to the present ("regularly feel"), then moves back to the past "had a lower rate"). To revise a sentence with faulty predication, you must clarify your intent as a writer. 
As a rule, use the present tense when referring to the actions of literary characters. 
· WRONG: Hamlet delayed because he was overwhelmed by the events of the past few days. 
RIGHT: Hamlet delays because he is overwhelmed by the events of the past few days. 
SHIFT IN PRONOUN PERSON AND/OR NUMBER Pronoun references should be consistent throughout a paper. That is, if you start writing from one point of view, do not shift to another. For example, if you are writing about yourself, maintain first person (”I”) point of view throughout the paper. 
· My summer internships gave me the opportunity to observe different business settings. I discovered that I like working for a faster-paced company, one in which workers rarely leave before 6 P.M. 
If you are addressing the reader directly, maintain second person ("your") point of view. 
· Go to the first stop sign; then turn right. After traveling for three blocks, watch for a bridge. 
If you start writing a paper in the third person (using pronouns such as he, she, it, or they and synonyms such as a person, a platypus, students, and tourists), a shift to I may be appropriate, but not a shift to you. 
· WRONG: Characters in each of these stories were driven to express their creativity. You can't help but wonder whether the woman in "The Yellow Wallpaper" would have recovered if she had been allowed to write. 
RIGHT: Characters in each of these stories were driven to express their creativity. I can't help but wonder whether the woman in "The Yellow Wallpaper" would have recovered if she had been allowed to write. 
Cautionary Note: It is true that I and you are used in many writing situations, including some academic publications, but most teachers and professors still oppose the use of I or you in academic papers. Remember that it is usually better to state your opinions without using I. If you are uncertain about using I or you, check with your instructor. 
· WRONG: I personally feel that affirmative action is not fair to minorities. 
RIGHT: Affirmative action is not fair to minorities. 
(In an opinion essay, your readers recognize that the statements you make are your "personal feelings." You do not have to use the words I personally feel or I think.) 
SHIFT BETWEEN ACTIVE AND PASSIVE VOICE Active voice is preferable in most cases.  However, if you must use passive voice, be careful not to suddenly shift from active to passive or vice-versa.  Keep the voice consistent.
· WRONG: When she had typed the letters, the typewriter was locked up, and she went home.
RIGHT: When she had typed the letters, she locked up the typewriter and went home.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PRACTICE EXERCISES: 
· You may work alone or with a partner to complete the exercises below. 
· You may find it challenging to complete the exercises below.  Just do your best, and be ready to ask me questions about the exercises when I am back at school.
· You should use your own notebook paper for writing your answers/revisions.  (Don’t forget to write your name(s), the class period, and the date at the top of the page).
· You should bring your answers to school tomorrow to self-check and submit for credit..
PRACTICE EXERCISE
In this exercise, you will practice eliminating a variety of inappropriate shifts in construction.
· Without changing the basic meaning, re-write each sentence below so that it no longer contains any shifts in construction. 
· Read your revisions aloud to check whether you have indeed eliminated the awkward shifts.

1. Elaine fell in love with Lancelot, but he finally tells her that he could not marry her.

2. In the junior high school, the students were treated like babies, but in high school, we are expected to assume some responsibility.

3. First mix the ingredients carefully; then the pan should be greased.

4. Not only did I go to school in the day time, studied at night, and worked on weekends, but time was found for athletics.

5. She wore a little white hat on her blond curls, a white bag with a strap over her shoulder, and white shoes completed the costume.
6. Whenever Chris is in a hurry to go to a movie, he finishes his homework in an astonishingly short time, eats his supper without a word, and his chores are done very cheerfully.

7. When the visitors came, we went out to the living room, all the lights were turned on, and we played some music on our instruments.

8. Selena’s getting an A was the grade she had always struggled to achieve.

9. Most teachers suggest a process of brainstorming, drafting, and then you should revise the paper several times.
10. Not only was Huck Finn a likeable character, but some readers argue that he is the ultimate non-conformist.
11. Transcendentalism lives on in the modern cinema, with the exploration of themes such as solitude, nature and it is important to be a free-thinking individual.
12. Manuel’s mother asked him when did he need to leave for the concert.
13. Few people were aware of his fear or how unhappy he was.
14. Sam won applause from his audience with "Happy Days Are Here Again" and singing other old, familiar songs.
15. Graciela’s roommate is tall, handsome, athletic, and sings in a gospel choir. 
16. After Huck and Jim have met on Jackson’s Island, they embarked on an adventure together.
17. Teachers always give too much homework, because you forget that yours isn’t the only challenging class we are taking.
18. First, we need to define our terms; then, the reader should be introduced to the controversy.
19. Please ask your brother what does he want for dinner.
20. Authors use imagery to convey emotion, to make the setting come to life, and because they want their novels to be engaging.



