Transcendentalism Web Quest
IMPORTANT: Before you begin typing anything into this document, be sure to “save as” a Word document with the following name: “Transcendentalism Quest Your Name Period ___”  

If you do not take this step and simply start typing into the document immediately after clicking on it, your work will not be saved!

When you have finished the quest, please email it to me at: Jennifer.Glass@tusd1.org.
This Web Quest will require you to do some independent research to build upon what you learned from Lewis’ “What is Transcendentalism?” about this literary and philosophical movement.  

The way this Web Quest is organized is in terms of two sections: a list of resources (links) you can use to help you complete the questions and tasks below, and the questions and tasks themselves. Feel free to search for and use other resources, but be careful to consult credible sources.  As a general rule of thumb, avoid blogs and personal Web sites, and be cautious about Wikipedia , especially if you see warnings about citations missing, neutrality of sources being questioned, etc.
Resources

General information regarding Transcendentalism:

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/ihas/icon/transcend.html
Timeline:

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/ihas/timeline.html
Emerson and Thoreau

http://www.bartleby.com/60/145.html
http://www.rwe.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=354&Itemid=403
http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9072230/Henry-David-Thoreau
Hawthorne versus other Transcendentalists

http://www.bartleby.com/226/0202.html
Information about schools of thought and important philosophers:
Philosophy encyclopedias:

http://www.iep.utm.edu/
http://plato.stanford.edu/

Idealism: http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/281802/idealism
Empiricism: http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/186146/empiricism
Plato:

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/plato/#PlaCenDoc (especially first paragraph)
John Locke:

http://www.utm.edu/research/iep/l/locke.htm
Immanuel Kant: 

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/kant-transcendental/
http://www.bartleby.com/60/144.html
David Hume: 

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/hume/
http://www.bartleby.com/27/1009.html
QUESTIONS AND TASKS

Part One: Philosophical Schools of Thought
1) Describe/define in your own words each of the following schools of thought.  Keep your definitions concise: no more than two sentences in length.
Empiricism:

Idealism:

Transcendentalism:
2) Use the information you can find using the links above to place the following philosophers and thinkers into the appropriate categories:
Ralph Waldo Emerson

David Hume

Immanuel Kant

John Locke

Plato

	Those who think that ideas are real, innate, and permanent entities that shape our perception of the world:


	Those who emphasize experience with the physical and observable world (aka the material world) and its impact upon perception and knowledge:



	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Activity Two: Review Lewis’ “What is Transcendentalism?”

1) Lewis mentions that this hard-to-define school of thought and literary movement “can be understood in one sense by [its] context” (1).  From her essay, your knowledge from APUSH, and/or any other sources, describe the context of this movement:

2) We have not yet read very many works by Ralph Waldo Emerson or Henry David Thoreau, but based on Lewis’ “What is Transcendentalism?”, the Internet sources above, Emerson’s “Self-Reliance,” and Hawthorne’s “:Young Goodman Brown,”  make some predictions about how Emerson’s and Thoreau’s work may differ from Hawthorne’s:
