Annotations: Allusions and Vocabulary in Catch-22

(all definitions from American Heritage Dictionary unless otherwise specified)
Chapter 1:

C.I.D = U.S. Army’s Criminal Investigation Command

“unspringing rhythms” = pun that alludes to sprung rhythm, a term coined by poet Gerard Manley Hopkins: 

A poetic rhythm designed to imitate the rhythm of speech, in which each foot has one stressed syllable, either standing alone or followed by a varying number of unstressed syllables

Anabaptist = A member of a radical movement of the 16th-century Reformation that viewed baptism solely as an external witness to a believer's conscious profession of faith, rejected infant baptism, and believed in the separation of church from state, in the shunning of nonbelievers, and in simplicity of life.

More from Encyclopedia Britannica: Anabaptists held that infants were not punishable for sin because they had no awareness of good and evil and thus could not yet exercise free will, repent, and accept baptism. Denying the validity of infant baptism, they accepted adult baptism, which was regarded as a second baptism by those outside the group who identified them as Anabaptists (from the Greek for rebaptizers). Confident of living at the end of time, early Anabaptists sought to restore the institutions and spirit of the primitive church. Most Anabaptists were pacifists and refused to swear civil oaths. Thomas Müntzer advocated a more violent eschatology that called for the overthrow of the rich by the poor and was executed after leading the Thuringian peasant revolt (1525). Many Anabaptists settled in Moravia, where they stressed the community of goods modeled on the primitive church at Jerusalem. This branch continues as the Hutterite movement, primarily in the western U.S. and Canada. Increasingly persecuted throughout Europe, Anabaptists in the Netherlands and northern Germany rallied under the leadership of Menno Simonsz. and survive as the Mennonites.

“Wac” = member of the Women’s Army Corps, a non-combat women’s unit established by Congress during World War II; integral in the history of women in the U.S. military

cetologist = one who studies whales and related aquatic mammals.

Chapter 2:

infundibuliform = shaped like a funnel

Flying Dutchman = 
1. A spectral ship said to appear in storms near the Cape of Good Hope. 

2. The captain of this ship, a legendary Dutch mariner condemned to sail the seas against the wind until Judgment Day.

Lot in Sodom = In the Bible, Lot is Abraham's nephew, whose wife was turned into a pillar of salt when she looked back as they fled Sodom.

Deirdre of the Sorrows = a three-act play written by Irish playwright J. M. Synge and based on Irish Mythology, in particular the myths concerning Deirdre and Conchobar. According to the legend, a druid Cathbad announces at her birth: "Her name shall be Deirdre, and she will be the most beautiful woman in the world. But that beauty shall bring death to many heroes, and much sorrow to Ulster." When King Conchobar’s soldiers hear the prophecy, they want the child killed, but the King will not allow it and promises to care for and later marry Deirdre.  After having grown up hidden away by the King in the mountains, Dierdre eventually falls in love with another, also very beautiful man, Naoise.  A conflict between Naoise (and those loyal to him) and the King ensues and Naoise’s men, as well as Deirdre, perish. 
“Sweeney in the nightingales among trees” = alludes to the title of T.S. Eliot’s poem “Sweeney among the Nightingales”

“Supraman” = The prefix supra means over, above, or transcending.  Heller might be alluding, albeit humorously, to Neitzche’s concept of the Übermensch, translated as “superman” or “overman” in English.  Übermensch is the ideal man, who lives above the plane of normal human existence, in part by rejecting transient worldly pleasures as well as the accepted standards of good and evil.

Raskolnikov = the main character in Feodor Dostoyevsky’s Crime and Punishment, who kills two old women, essentially because he believes that he is beyond the bounds of good and evil. Raskolnikov has devised a theory that the world consists of "ordinary" and "extraordinary" people (recalls Neitzsche, no?); his victims are members of the “ordinary” group, the common people, whereas the extraordinary are, in his view, above the moral codes such “ordinary” people follow.  Raskolnikov thinks very highly of himself and deems himself one of the “extraordinary” and therefore entitled to kill an “ordinary” person.  The psychological novel examines Raskolnikov’s anguished mind before, during, and after the crime.
Sources consulted for this explanation include Bartleby.com and Wikipedia.
Jehovah = a name for the Old Testament God as transliterated by Christians from the name for God in the Hebrew Bible.  The Hebrew name was held so sacred that it was not spoken.

Nathaniel or Nathanael = a figure in the New Testament, mentioned in St. John’s Gospel and often identified as St. Bartholomew, one of the 12 apostles, who according to the Bible visited India and Ethiopia and was martyred in Armenia.
