Poetry Drill

1. Read the poem aloud twice.

2. Do a brief, preliminary rhetorical analysis by identifying anything you can already discern at first reading about the:

Persona

Audience

Purpose

Argument

3. Identify the literal level of meaning to the best of your ability.

a. Paraphrase aloud

b. Consider implication of title

4. Identify key examples of diction

a. Look up any unfamiliar words.

b. Identify any ambiguous words or phrases.

c. Check for allusions (e.g. to mythology, history, etc.) and look them up if you do not know them.

d. Describe/categorize the diction for the poem as a whole.

5. Identify syntactic patterns:

a. Identify rhetorical devices (schemes and tropes), especially any you see used more than once or twice.

b. Identify patterns of emphasis and repetition.

6. Consider sound:

a. Mark any examples of heavy use of alliteration (tends to create a harsh or cacophonous sound) and assonance (tends to create a pleasant or euphonious sound).

b. Is the sound of the language overall euphonious (soft, pleasant or flowing) or cacophonous (harsh or grating)?  Or is there an alternation between the two?

c. Consider rhyme and repetition.  Does the poem use regular rhyme? Is there a break in the rhyme scheme? If it shifts or changes, mark these places in the text.

d. Is the rhythm, or meter of the poem, consistent? If it shifts or changes, mark these places in the text.

e. Consider what effect shifts in sound, rhyme, and rhythm have on the overall meaning or tone.

7. Identify imagery

a. Identify repeated and/or extended images.  Consider what senses they engage.

b. Describe/categorize the imagery for the poem as a whole.
8. Reread the poem, and reconsider PAPA:
a. What is the poem about?
b. What is the speaker’s message or argument?

c. How does the speaker feel about the subject matter, and how do we know? (Diction creates tone.)

d. Write a tentative thesis that explains the relationship between the thematic and technical elements in the poem.

