Quilting Project!
Making a quilt top is largely Geometric as well as Algebraic. A pattern is drawn with interlocking shapes. The side of a shape has to be the same length as the side next to it, or they don’t match up. 30, 45, and 60 degree angles are very common and the quilting rulers come with those degree lines marked. When cutting long strips of fabric, you want your ruler to be perpendicular to the edge of the fabric, so that the strip is a rectangle, not a parallelogram. So much of quilting involves measurements – I need the finished piece to be a certain size, I need a ¼” allowance for where I sew, so how big should my piece be? Or if I cut on the hypotenuse I lose a certain amount of material so how big should my piece start to be? Do I have enough fabric to make ____?

Why this relates to you:

To look at Geometry and shapes from a different angle, you will be making a 10 ½” quilt block. We will go through how to make the block during the last week of school and the finished block will be due in March 2009. The block will then go in as part of your second semester grade. 

Why am I telling you this now?

Sometime before Tuesday December 9 (or the day after the chapter 7 test… whichever comes first), you need to buy some fabric. This is probably my favorite part of making a quilt because they have all types and styles of fabric imaginable. Go to Joann’s (get one of their coupons from Sunday’s paper for 40% off) or Hancock or even Wal-Mart, browse through the fabrics, and pick out some that YOU like. They can be high contrast, low contrast, solids, patterns, Christmas-y, whatever YOU want. Stick with cottons (no flannels, silk, lace, etc) but otherwise anything goes. 
At Joann’s (and possibly Hancocks, not sure) they sell “fat quarters” (available in the back left corner of the Broadway/Kolb store). Those are pre-cut pieces of fabric that are 18”x22”. Those are great because they often sell them in matching sets. Or take your fabric bolts to the fabric counter to be cut. 

You want at minimum 2, probably 3-4 different fabrics. A “¼ yard cut” of each will be more then enough (1 fat quarter = ¼ yd). I suggest you go with a friend or two so you can buy multiple cuts of fabric without having tons of leftovers (4 - ¼yd cuts will be enough for 3-4 people). This will cost about $5 from Wal-Mart and about $7-8 at Joann’s (less with the coupon)

Also, purchase a spool of thread to match one of your fabrics (it’s okay if you and friends share). If you have a dark blue and a light yellow, match the thread to the light yellow fabric (e.g. the lightest fabric). Coats (blue and gold label) is a good brand and has various colors, but any of the threads will work.  

Anything else?

I’ll provide the patterns, the needles, the pins, the templates on the days of the project. If you can, bring in a pair of sharp scissors since I’ll only have a few for everyone. 
What if I can’t afford it/don’t want to pick out the fabrics myself?

If you don’t want to pick out the fabrics yourself, I will be making a trip over the December 6 weekend. If you bring in $5, I’ll buy you some fabric. However, consider going yourself since it’s so much fun to find your own fabric. 

If you and your family can’t afford it, please talk to me and I’ll get you some fabric. This really should only be for individuals who CAN’T afford it, not just those who don’t want to. I’ll also bring in some fabric that I have for everyone to use the days of. 

Then what?

Around Tues Dec 9 (day after the chapter 7 test), you will come in with your fabric and thread. I will have the list of blocks finalized by then, so you will pick what block you want to make, and then make it! You’ll have a few days to work on it in class and then finishing it will be on your own time. I’ll have written instructions for you to take home with you. If you want to design your own block, feel free. Let me see it before we start on the quilt, so that we can adjust it if necessary. Stick with squares, rectangles, and right triangles (easiest with equal length legs) if you’re a beginner. 

What will you do with the finished blocks?

I’m going to make a quilt out of them! I’ll put them together to make a huge quilt (55 10.5” blocks – you do the math () which I will hang in my classroom or keep in my house.

What if I don’t wanna?

It’s fine if you don’t want to make a block. In lieu of the block making, you can pick a financial topic (with teacher approval), write a 5 single spaced report where you research the topic, getting various viewpoints on it, including 5 outside resources, which you will present to the class on the last day of the December semester. The paper will be due this day as well. You will work on it in the library while your classmates work on their quilt blocks. 
Happy fabric shopping!

