AP Psychology
Potential Exam Essays: Units 9-10
1. Name and explain the four stages of Jean Piaget’s model of cognitive development.  Be sure to include the ages associated with each stage, as well as the cognitive abilities that develop during that stage.  Your answer should include definitions of the following terms in the appropriate stages: object permanence, conservation, theory of mind, mental representations.
2. Describe the three classes of autism symptoms, including examples of each.  How is autism typically diagnosed?  Finally, describe some of the leading theories on the causes of autism.
3. Name and describe Ainsworth’s 4 attachment styles seen among children.  How do children of each style interact with others (both parents and strangers)?  Finally, what can childhood attachment styles often tell us about adult relationships later in life?
4. Describe Kohlberg’s three-stage model of moral development.  For each stage, please include:
· The name of the stage

· The basis of morality in that stage

· An example of a moral decision that would be made at that stage

5. Describe the concept behind Erikson’s eight-stage model of psychosocial development.  In what ways is Erikson’s stage model Freudian?  Choose three of Erikson’s stages and describe the following:

· the crisis confronting a person of that age

· positive resolutions of that crisis

· negative resolutions of that crisis

6. Describe Freud’s conception of the unconscious.  What did he say the unconscious was comprised of?  Why is psychoanalysis described as a “hydraulic” theory of personality?  Why is there tension between the unconscious and the conscious?  Finally, according to Freud, what is the relationship between that tension and health?
7. Provide at least 3 reasons why Freud is often criticized by modern psychologists.  Then describe at least 3 valuable contributions that Freud made to modern psychology.  Finally, which side of the debate do you fall on?  Should today’s psychology students study Freud?  Why or why not?
8. What is the five-factor model (aka. Big Five)?  Name the Big Five and describe what high and low levels of each would look like in a person.
