AP Psychology

Units 1-2 Exam: Potential Essays

1. In this class we discussed the following movements in the field of psychology (in this order): structuralism, functionalism, gestalt psychology, psychodynamic psychology, behaviorism, humanistic psychology, and cognitive psychology.  For each school of thought, briefly answer each of the following questions:

· What are the basic principles that define the movement?

· How would the movement think about the idea of “emotion”?
2. Psychology’s roots lie largely in the fields of physiology and philosophy.  Explain how each of the following people/ideas helped build the foundation for psychology: Rene Descartes, John Locke, phrenology, and Hippocrates.  What concepts from each of these people/ideas are still relevant in psychology today?

3. What does it mean to say that two variables are correlated?  Describe the two aspects of a correlation coefficient (direction and size).  What does each tell you about the relationship between the two variables?  Finally, define the third variable problem, and explain the main limitation of correlational research.
4. Imagine that you wanted to know whether the color of the classroom walls affects performance on an AP Psychology exam at UHS.  Describe how you would conduct an experiment on this question, including each of the following:

· Hypothesis

· Method (What would your participants do, step-by-step?)

· Independent Variable (IV) (Be specific about your operational definition!)

· Dependent Variable (DV) (Be specific about your operational definition!)

· Experimental group

· Control group

· Possible confounds with your IV?

5. Describe the difference between descriptive and inferential statistics.  What two patterns in data are descriptive statistics typically used to identify?  Be sure to give an example of a statistic that describes each of these patterns.  Finally, describe the concept of statistical significance.  What does it mean to say that two groups were “significantly different” from one another in an experiment?

6. Describe each of the following elements of ethical research:

· Institutional Review Board (IRB)

· Informed consent

· Debriefing

What is the purpose of each of these elements?  Since some of these elements cannot apply to animals, what are the ethical principles that guide animal research?

7. Imagine that you are a researcher interested in the study habits of successful students.  Briefly describe how you could use each of the following research methods to learn more about these students:

· Case study

· Naturalistic observation

· Correlational research

· Experimental research

Make sure to include your operational definitions.
