AP Psychology

Lecture Notes

Unit 9: Developmental Psychology

Developmental psychology: 

Stages of Prenatal Development

Zygote: 

Embryo:

Fetus:

The Learning Fetus

“The Cat In The Hat” study (DeCasper & Fifer, 1980)

The Learning Fetus, cont.

Lafuente et al. (1997):


IV: 


DVs: 


Results:

Environmental Threats to Prenatal Development

Teratogens: 


Hormones: 


Viruses:


Drug use:

Fetal Alcohol Syndrome

Genetic Threats To Prenatal Development

Down syndrome: 


Physical symptoms:

Treating/Managing Down syndrome:

The Newborn

Reflexes:

Newborns’ sensory capabilities

Newborns’ preference for social connectedness

Infancy and Childhood: Physical Development

Brain development:

Motor development:

“Back To Sleep” Program

Infancy and Childhood: Cognitive Development

Jean Piaget (1896-1980):


Schema: 


2 processes of schema development:



1. Assimilation:



2. Accomodation:

Piaget’s 4 Stages of Cognitive Development

	Stage
	Typical Age Range

	Sensorimotor
	birth-2

	Preoperational
	2-7

	Concrete operational
	7-12

	Formal operational
	12-adulthood


Stage 1: Sensorimotor Stage

object permanence:
Stage 2: Preoperational Stage

Conservation:
Egocentrism:

Theory of mind:

Autism

3 major classes of symptoms:


1. social interaction impairments


2. communication impairments


3. repetitive behaviors

Diagnosing Autism

Potential Causes of Autism

Vaccines?

Genetics?

A ‘gendered’ brain?

Autistic Savants

Autism + savant syndrome:
Stage 3: Concrete Operational Stage

Concrete operations:

Stage 4: Formal Operational Stage

Assessing Piaget

Childrens’ Social Development

Attachment:

Harry & Margaret Harlow:

Nourishment vs. Body Contact?

Harlow & Zimmerman (1959):

Origins of Attachment: Familiarity


Critical period:


Imprinting (Konrad Lorenz):

Differences in Attachment

Ainsworth et al. (1978):

Ainsworth’s 4 Attachment Styles

1. Secure attachment

2. Resistant attachment

Ainsworth’s 4 Attachment Styles

3. Avoidant attachment

4. Disorganized/disoriented attachment

Why Different Attachment Styles?

Caregiving hypothesis:


Secure attachment:


Resistant attachment:


Avoidant attachment:


Disorganized/disoriented attachment:

Child Rearing Practices: 3 Types

1. authoritarian style

2. permissive style

3. authoritative style

Adolescence

Adolescence: Physical Development

Puberty:


Primary sex characteristics:


Secondary sex characteristics:

Adolescence: Neural Development

Adolescence: Cognitive Development

Egocentrism in early adolescence:


Spotlight effect (aka. imaginary audience):

Adolescence: Cognitive Development, cont.

Gilovich et al. (2000): The Barry Manilow Study


IV: 


DVs:

Adolescence: Moral Development

Lawrence Kohlberg (1927-1987): 3 stage model of moral development


1. preconventional stage:


2. conventional stage:


3. postconventional stage:

Erik Erikson’s 8 Stage Model of Psychosocial Development

Erik Erikson (1902-1994):

Adulthood and Old Age

Life Expectancy

Why a shorter lifespan for males?

Old Age: Physical Changes

Dementia:

Alzheimer’s disease:


Causes of Alzheimer’s: 


2 telltale abnormalities in acetylcholine-producing neurons:


Treating Alzheimer’s:

Old Age: Memory Loss

Old Age and Intelligence

Cross-sectional study:

Longitudinal study:

2 types of intelligence:


1. crystallized intelligence:


2. fluid intelligence:

Adulthood: Psychosocial Development (A Midlife Crisis?)

Well-Being Across The Life Span

